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M i ne r's w i d o w : 'Fa m i li e s s u f f e r f o r th e re s to f th e i r li ve s '
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PAM M acDonald,whose husband waskilled aftera tyre exploded ata

m ine site,isshocked bythe death ofanotherm ine workerunder

sim ilarcircum stances.

One m an died aftera tyre exploded atthe Dawson m ine,30km south-

eastofM oura,about4.30am .

Anotherm an,believed to be 21,wasairlifted to a Brisbane hospital

with fracturesto the shoulderand upper-arm .

"Ican understand how hisfam ilyisfeeling,the pain thattheym ustbe

going through atthism om ent,"M rsM acDonald said.

W ay ne M acDonald w as k ille d b y th e air blastofa 22.5 inch truck

ty re h e 'd justfinish e d ch anging w h e n ite xp lode d as th e ve h icle

w as low e re d to th e ground on De ce m be r 18, 2010 atAnglo

Am e rican's Foxle igh m ine .

M rsM acDonald'sthoughtswentoutto the fam iliesofthe workers

killed and seriouslyinjured yesterdaym orning atDawson CoalM ine,

also owned byAnglo Am erican,justoutside M oura.

LastyearCoronerDavid O'Connellm ade a num berof

recom m endationsafteran inquestinto M rM acDonald'sdeath.

M rsM acDonald said she wasfrustrated and em otionalthatthere had

been anotherincident.

"It'sbeen fouryearssince m yhusband'saccident.Itnevergoesaway.

And each tim e there'sfatalitiesin the m ine,Irelive italloveragain,"

she said.

"Fam iliessufferforthe restoftheirlives."

CFM EU M ining Division Queensland presidentStephen Sm yth

yesterdaycalled fora thorough investigation into the num berof

deathsatAnglo Am erican m inesin CentralQueensland aftera third

fatalityin the last12 m onthsoccurred yesterday.

M rSm yth said there had been a pattern oftyre-related incidentsat

Anglo Am erican open cutcoalm ines.

Yesterday'stragedywasthe third fataltyre-related incidentforthe

com panyin the pastfew years,he said.

The com panysaid yesterdayoperationswere being suspended while

investigationswere taking place.
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"Atthispointourfocusison ensuring the safetyand wellbeing ofall

people while the incidentisbeing m anaged,"an Anglo Am erican

spokesperson said.

Anglo Am erican'sem ployee assistance program hasbeen m ade available to provide support

and counselling to allem ployeesasrequired.
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