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BREAKING NEW S:Anunde rground mine fire isre porte dlyincre asingininte nsityatthe

NorthGoonye llaMine ne ar Moranbahand ane xplosionishighlypossible .Unofficial

re portstonightsaythatthe re isahighprobabilityofthe fire growingand ane xplosion

ishighlyprobable base d one xistinggasanalysisdata.The NorthGoonye llaMine has

be e nprone to he atingsand spontane ouscombustione ve ntsfor some ye arsand arange

ofre cove ryactionshave be e ntake nse ve raltime sinthe past.

A te am ofdisaste r manage me nte xpe rtsincludingthe Que e nsland Mine sInspe ctorate ,

Profe ssor David Cliff(Unive rsityofQue e nsland – Mine Fire Expe rt),gasche mistsand

UnionOfficialshave be e nmonitoringthe pote ntialofase riouse xplosion.

C oalm ine fir e build ing at
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Unconfirme d re portssaythatthe mine wasse ale d withanautomate d doze r and thatit

maybe sixmonthsatle astbe fore the mine isre - ope nne d.Ifthe mine wasto e xplode

the nare cove rymaybe unlike ly.AMSJhave also be e nadvise d thatallcontractorsatthe

site have be e nstood down.

Pe abodyEne rgyhave advise d thatsite base d officialsobse rve d darksmoke comingfrom

the ve ntshaftindicatingahighprobabilityofanunde rground fire .Staffwe re withdrawn

from miningope rationse arlie r thismonthhowe ve r todayane xclusionzone hasbe e n

e stablishe d inpre parationfor ane xplosioninthe mine .

Mackay’sDailyMe rcuryhasre porte d thatIsaacRe gionalCouncilhave confirme d the

LocalDisaste r Manage me ntGroup(LDMG)have take nactionafte r re side ntsnotice d an

“unple asantodour”from the mine .

The site ,whiche mploysaround 230staff,re ce ntlyannounce d thatthe me tcoal

ope rationwould be e xte nde d until2026.Pe abodyalso announce d thatithad orde re d a

ne w Cate rpillar longwallincludingroofsupport,face conve yor for a300m face ,she are r

and be am stage loade r for site .The syste m wasdue to be installe d in2019.

Thisafte rnoonthe Que e nsland Mine sInspe ctorate also confirme d the situationina

safe ty bulle ti n be low:

W H AT H A PPEN ED ?

On1S eptember2018,Pea bodyEnergy,opera torofNorth Goonyella coa lmine ma de a

sa fety-ba sed decisiontoremove a llpersonnelfrom the underground mine.Thiswa sin

response toeleva ted ga srea dingsa tthe loca tionofthe longwa llblocktha titha d recently

beenmining.

Between2a nd 26S eptemberPea bodyma de a ttemptstoma na ge suspected hea tingofcoa l,

toena ble re-entrytothe mine a nd continue miningopera tions.

On27S eptember,smoke wa sobserved risingfrom the ma inexha ustfa n.Thisindica tes

combustionofcoa lunderground.

Asa t28S eptember,smoke continuestobe emitted from the underground workings.
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•North Goonyella underground coa lmine isloca ted inthe BowenBa sin,a pproxima tely

40km from M ora nba h.The mine producesmeta llurgica lgra de coa la nd employs

a pproxima tely300workers.

•On2S eptember,the mine opera tortookthe preca utionofremovinga llpersonsfrom

the vicinityofsurfa ce entriestothe mine.

•Asurfa ce exclusionzone ha sbeensetwithinthe mine lea se a rea toensure the sa fety

ofa llpersons.

•Opera tions,includingrecoverya ctivity,ha ve beensuspended withinthe exclusion

zone due toa nuna ccepta ble levelofrisktopersons,identified bythe mine opera tor.

•The mine continuestota ke mea surestoa ttempttobringthe situa tionundercontrol.

•The M inesInspectora te isworkingcloselywith the mine opera tor.

•There isa riskofuncontrolled fire underground a nd the potentia lfor a subsequent

explosion.Anypotentia lexplosionisconsidered topresentnorisktothe public,

provided personsrema inoutside the exclusionzone.
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