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OPINION:The re ’sanold saying“Whatatangled webweweave,whenwepr acticeto

deceive.”Thatsayingmightjustapplyto one ofthe world’slarge stcoalmine rswho,in

cahootswiththe Que e nsland Gove rnme nt, mayhave soughtto cove r uphighlymarke t

se nsitive informationonthe NorthGoonye llaMine Fire .

Thiswe e kPe abodyEne rgyhave be e naccuse d ofone ofthe huge stporkie sinre lationto

the NorthGoonye llaMine Fire .

OnTue sday, M ath e w Ste ve ns from the AustralianFinancialRe vie w (AFR)putahuge

sword throughthe be llyofPe ab o dy Ene rgy inhisfe ature article ”Pe ab o dy adm i ts th at

sm o k e re ally di d m e an fi re .”Mathe w highlighte d thatPe abodyfinallywe ntto marke t

N orth G oonyella M ine
Fire:a tale ofdeception



thre e daysafte r picture shad be e nposte d publiclyofblacksmoke billowingfrom the

NorthGoonye llamine .Thisre sulte d inamassive dropinthe Pe abodyEne rgyshare

price .

Q U EEN SLA N D G O VERN M EN T C O V ER U P

So yousay, whataboutthe Que e nsland Gove rnme nt’srole inthe de bacle ?W e llthe ytoo

didn’tgo publicuntillastFriday28/9/2018whe nthe y(Que e nsland Mine sInspe ctorate )

issue d am i ne safe ty b ulle ti n indicatingthatthe re wasapote ntialfire inthe mine .

Ofcourse , thisbe gsthe que stion, did the Que e nsland Gove rnme ntknow aboutitatall?

The yonlyhad the ir mine sinspe ctorsand arange ofGasChe mistssittingonsite

analysingthe datafrom the mine .The ycouldn’thave knownthatmine wasonfire …or

could the y?W e re the ycomplicitinthe mammothporkythatwasbe ingpe rpe trate d by

Pe abodyto the marke t.

Time willte llifthe mammothmine r had the Mine sInspe ctorate signaconfide ntiality

agre e me ntwhe nthe yaske d for he lp.One mustjustsitbackand thinkto one se lf“Ifit

lookslike aratand sme llslike arat,the nitprobablyisarat.”

AustralasianMine Safe tyJ ournalspoke dire ctlywithaPe abodyEne rgyre pre se ntative

thiswe e konthe state ofthe fire .Ofcourse , the officialline was“Itwasachanging

situation,itwasdifficulttoknow actuallywhatwasgoingonandwhen.”W hile thissounds

plausible to many, the re are some unde rlyingwe akne sse sinthe state me nt.Itwasa

cle ve rlycrafte d line ofde fe nce to obfuscate the me dia.

Firstly, we would hope thatthe Pe abodyEne rgyte am and the ir te am ofadvisors

includingDr David Cliff(Mine Fire Expe rt)from the Unive rsityofQue e nsland had some

ide aofwhatwasgoingonunde rground from the outse t,whichmayhave be e nwe ll

be fore the be ginningofSe pte mbe r.NorthGoonye llahasbe e nprone to he atingfor

ye arsand, accordingto one forme r manage r atthe site “tinke re d onthe e dge ofafire

many, manytime sbe fore .”

  

“Ifitlookslike a r a ta n d sm e llslike a r a t,it

pr oba bly is a r a t”
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W H A T O U R M IN E,N A H IT’S A N A BN O RM A L
SITU A TIO N

The mine had one ofthe mostsophisticate d tube bundle gasanalysissyste msinplace

and site pe rsonne lhad significante xpe rie nce inde alingwithhe atingsand spontane ous

combustione ve nts.Dr Cliffhad re porte dlyvisite d the mine se ve raltime sbe fore in

additionto arange ofGasExpe rtsfrom Simtars(Que e nsland Gove rnme nt)ove r the last

se ve ralye ars.

Backmanyye arsago MarkBlanch& Shane Ste phaninthe ir pape r I NERTI SATI ON,

REDUCI NGTH E R I SK AND SOLVI NGTH E PROBLEM S:TH E LESSONS OFTH REE YEARS

EXPERI ENCE USI NG I NERTI SATI ON EQUI PM ENT I N TH E NORTH ERN BOWEN BASI N

pre se nte d atthe Que e nsland MiningIndustryH e alth& Safe tyConfe re nce highlighte d

the nature ofthe proble mse ncounte re d atthe “GoonShow”asthe mine was

affe ctionate lyknown.

Se condly, e ve rymine he atingand spontane ouscombustione ve ntisachanging

situation…that’sjustwhathappe nsduringahe ating.Expe rts, usingavailable data, craft

strate gie saround thatdataduringthe he ating/spontane ouscombustione ve nt.The y

se e kto isolate the he atinginthe e arlystage se ffe ctive lysmothe ringitfrom asupplyof

oxyge n.Itbe ggarsbe lie fthatthe site ,withallthe ir gasmanage me ntsyste ms&

spontane ouscombustionstrate gie s,didn’thave ane ffe ctive strate gyfrom the e arly

indicationsofthishe atingor sponcom e ve nt.

Finally, we have be e nadvise d thatworke rswe re re porte dlystood downase arlyas1st

Se pte mbe r citingapote ntialhe atingasacause for conce rnnotto have worke rs

unde rground. Onthe 18 Se pte mbe r whe nthe AustralianFinancialRe vie w contacte d

the site the ywe re told “the re had be e nissue sbut itwasnothinglike asse riousas

propose d and thatave ryactive and capable manage me ntte am waswe llinto the

proce ssofsucce ssfulmitigationof the he atingand gasproble ms.The strate gy, signe d

offbythe Mine sInspe ctorate , involve d, amongothe r things,the introductionofse ve n

pumpingunitsthatwe re inje ctingnitroge ninto the coalmine inanatte mptto force gas

from the mine and robitofthe oxyge nthatmightpromote afire .

Uhhum (cle arsthroat)…okso it’sthe mine sinspe ctorate ssignoffthatwasimportantto

re move yourse lffrom allre sponsibilityofre ctifyingthe curre ntsituation.W e llthat’llbe

agre atone to hand ove r to your insure r whe nyousubmityour claim for te nsor hundre d

ofmillionsofdollars…won’tit.

th



Thiswe e kAMSJ putse ve ralque stionsto Pe abodyEne rgyre gardingthe e ve nt,

Spe cifically, we aske d Pe abodyto he lpthe industryle arnfrom the e ve ntso itcan’tbe

re pe ate d anytime soon.

• W hatwe re the initialre sponse sto the he ating?Do youhave atime line of

e ve nts?

• H e atingand Spontane ousCombustionhave appare ntlybe e nanon-goingissue at

NorthGoonye llafor manyye ars, whyhasthissituationbe e nve rydiffe re nt?

• Y ou’ve e ngage d ate am of“e xpe rts”to assistinmanagingthissituationsuchas

Dr David Clifffrom UQ, whyhave n’tthe ybe e nable to addre ssthe issue be fore it

gotoutofhand?

• Give nthatPe abodyhasre lie d onarange ofopinionsfrom e xpe rtsand

Gove rnme ntthroughoutthe course ofthise ve nt, how consiste ntwe re the

re sponse sfrom the e xpe rts/Gove rnme ntinthe tre atme ntofthe proble m?Did

the yallagre e withtre atme ntoptions?

• IfPe abodyuse d the Tomlinsonine rtisationme thods,whydidn’tthe Tomlinson

work?W asthe Tube Bundle DataPointade quate lylocate d inorde r to ide ntify

the gasconce ntrationsfrom the he ating?

• W hat’sthe probabilitythatthe GAG e ngine de ploye d byQMRS be capable of

e xtinguishingthe he ating/fire ?W illthe outputcapacityofthe GAG be e noughto

ge ne rate sufficie ntgasfor ine rtisationinamine ofthissize ?H ave you

conside re d ove rse asoptionsfor mine fire control.

• Base d one xistingdatahow containe d isthe fire /he atingto animme diate are a?

i.e .hasitspre ad e xte nsive lyor isisolate d?

• W hatisPe abodydoingaround the e xistingstaff?W e unde rstand thatthe y’ve

be e nputinaholdingpatte rnbut, manymaybe fe aringfor the ir future now?Is

the re anygood ne wsonthe whatwillhappe nto staff?

• Give nthe se riousofthe situation, and the pote ntialinsurance implicationsfor

Pe abody, how have insure rsre sponde d?Sure ly, the ywillbe askingque stions

around Pe abody’sactionsgive nthe rapid e scalationofthe incide nt?

• To date , whatcould Pe abodyhave done be tte r inmanagingthissituation?Are

the re anyle ssonsfor industryso thissituation doe sn’tre pe atitse lf?

Thisisthe re sponse thatPe abodyEne rgyso thoughtfullyre turne d to ustoday.

“AT TH E APPROPRIATE TIM E,TH E CO M PAN Y W ILL IN ITIATE

A FO RM AL REVIEW O F TH E EVEN T,W ITH TH E

IN VOLVEM EN T OF IN DEPEN DEN T TH IRD PARTIE S ,AN D

IN TEN D S TO S H ARE LEARN IN G S W ITH TH E IN DU S TRY AN D

O TH ER S TAK EH OLDER S .”



CALL FOR PUBLIC INQUIRY

Mathew Stevens (AFR) has called for the Queensland State Government to call a very

public inquiry into events at North Goonyella.

Stevens highlighted that “In the weeks between first contact over North Goonyella’s gas and

heating issues, we (AFR) have heard criticism of Peabody’s operational management, of its

external advisors and of the mining inspectorate, which has been described as “under-

resourced”, “excessively bureaucratic” and “unable to attract proper numbers of quality

inspectors.”

We have no doubt that Peabody Energy will propagate the view that everyone (including

AMSJ) is an expert in hindsight on the North Goonyella Mine Fire. They’ll also sow seeds

of their fine upstanding social conscious and graciousness indicating that at “least they

protected the safety of personnel at the site.”

Well if you or I were either a shareholder who’d lost heaps of bucks or a contractor who

had been laid off at a minutes notice by Peabody Energy, you’d expect more from a

company who should have known better in managing a situation that was not

uncommon to this mine.

Both the market and the public deserve an answer.

If that answer comes by way of a public Government Inquiry run by the Queensland

Opposition or another independent party into the circumstances surrounding the

perpetrators of porkies, we’d definitely support that!

SOME POOR BASTARD MANAGER WILL HANG

Of course our prediction will be that Peabody Energy (as a socially responsible

corporation) will hang some poor bastard mine manager/s with a noose woven from the

pages of a report cleverly crafted by the Queensland Mines Inspectorate and Dr David

Cliff – an independent expert.

Read more Mining Safety News
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JOHN NINNESS

John is a safety professional with more than thirty years experience across a

wide range of industries including mining & energy, manufacturing, defence,

retail and food processing. He was the founder of Australasian Mine Safety

Journal in 2005 and has worked to assist a broad range of Australian and

international organisations manage work safety as a professional safety

consultant and adviser. He has held a range of roles in large organisations

including Corporate Safety Manager, Chief Operating Officer and Chief

Executive Officer. He was acknowledged in 2006 for his contribution to

mining safety in the People's Republic of China through a China Friendship

Award. John is the Principal of Australian based consulting company

Safetysure.
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SAFETY PROFESSIONALS "NOT INFLUENTIAL"

Hello, Gas issues started approx 1st of september, workers were stood down

from shifts. Just saying.

Finally something on this story that makes sense. Is Peabody just playing the

market here or are they just f^%&*g incompetent. Feel sorry for the manager

who they’re going to crucify about this. Thats it fir his time in the industry


