Charges dropped in Brad Duxbury mine death case

Prosecutors have made a shock move in the case against four workers charged after two
separate incidents at an underground Qld coal mine that left one worker serious injured and
another crushed to death. DETAILS
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Brad Duxb{lry died in the Carborough Downs mine in November 2019.
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Prosecutors have dropped the case against four workers charged after two separate incidents
at an underground coal mine three months apart that left one worker seriously injured and
another crushed to death.




On November 25, 2019 Ipswich grandfather Brad Duxbury, 57, was fatally crushed while
repairing machinery at Carborough Downs mine at Coppabella in the Bowen Basin after
defective equipment failed to stop falling coal.

It was alleged an increased risk of face spall linked to geological faults had been identified at
that site one month earlier.

Carborough Downs Mine Management and Russell Clive Uhr, who held the position of site
senior executive at the mine in the months leading up to the tragedy, were charged with
failing to discharge health and safety obligations causing death.



Brad Duxbury was killed at Carborough Downs mine site on November 25, 2019.

Three months before Mr Duxbury’s death, bord and pillar operator Cameron Best was
seriously injured by a falling roof linked to a geological fault within three weeks of similar
collapses in the same area.

As aresult of Mr Best’s injuries, charges were laid against coal mine workers Gary Roy Jones,
Bernard Vandeventer and Kevin James Casey, and mine operator Carborough Downs Coal.

Each were charged with failing to discharge health and safety obligations.
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Matters were mentioned in Mackay Industrial Magistrates Court on Tuesday where
Workplace Health and Safety prosecutors said charges would be dropped against Mr Uhr, Mr
Jones, Mr Vandeventer and Mr Casey.

While the charges against Carborough Downs Mine Management would proceed to sentence.
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“AHorrific mine tragedy details surface as $6.74m in claims are

This is the second time the case has come before the courts.

It has previously been dismissed after it was revealed charges were filed in the wrong
jurisdiction.

The sentence has been adjourned to April 2024.



