






















































































Appendix I .  

UST OF VICTIMS 

I .  BODIES RECOVERED ON 26TH SEPTEMBER, 1 950 

Christiall Names Surname Age Occupation 
I .  Leonard Bower 38 Shot Firer 
2. Harry Godfrey 5 1  Overman 
3. I-Iorace Attenborough 45 Packer 
4. Willlam Henry Bird 39 Ripper 
5. John Henry Bowden 29 Meco Moore Operator 
6. Ernest Briggs J3 Packer 
7. John William Brocklehurst 44 Packer 
8. Robcrt Brough 36 Cutlerman 
9. Alfred Edgar Bryan 56 Packer 

10. Herbert Stanley Buckle 48 Glimmer 
1 1 .  SaOl Cocking 42 Culterman 
12. Ernest Deakin 60 Gummer 
1 3. Ernest Dodd 37 Ripper 
14. lohn Dodd 45 Packer 
15.  Fred Doncaster 27 Conveyor Erector 
16. John Witliam Doxe} 45 Packer 
17.  Gcorge Ellis 51  Packer 
18.  Charles Foulkes 49 Cunemlan 
19. George William Gillert 38 Ripper 
20. Kenneth Amos Goucher 42 Conveyor Erector 
2 1 .  Peter W. Green 53 Packer 
22. e. Hemingray 2S Conveyor Erector 
23. Geeil HendJey 34 Cutterman 
24. Reginald C. Holmes 44 Cutterman 
25. Amold Hutton 48 Packer 
26. J. T. lackson 58 Gummer 
27. Robert lames 52 Packer 
28. Ernest Johnson 36 Packer 
29. E. Johnson 46 Packer 
30. Reginald Kirk 39 Ripper 
3 1 .  William Mellish 55 Steel Supervisor 
32. Edward Millward 44 Packer 
33. Ernest LcsUe Needham 44 Stone Contractor 
34. WiJliam Henry Orvice 49 Conveyor Erector 
35. Kenneth F. Robinson 25 Packer 
36. G. Sydney Rogers 44 Ripper 
37. Victor Rose 52 Cutlennan 
38. Lcslie Rutherford 25 Culterman 
39. Thomas J. Senior 42 Packer 
40. J. Sbaw 56 Ripper 
41.  Herbert Srupley 38 Cutterman 
42. Thomas Smith 51 Packer 
43. Thomas Traylor 43 Cuttennan 
44. Robert William Thomas Walker 38 Packer 
45. C. Ward 30 Packer 
46. Frederick \Vhitlam 52 Packer 
47. George Yearham 57 Face Timbemlan 

fn each case the cause of death was carbon monoxide poisoning. 
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2. llODleS RECOVERED ON THE 25TH MAR H, 195 1 

Christian Names Surname Agt, Occllpatio" 
48. Leslle fo.tafshaJl 42 Deputy 
49. Reginald Teasdale 46 Supports Economy 
50. Wllllam Adams 5 1  Packer 
5 1 .  Frcderick Barker 4 1  Ripper 
52. Lee John Buxton 59 Steel Supervisor 
53. Alien Davis 63 Stone Contractor 
54. Leslie Dodd 47 Ripper 
55, Thomas Henf) Evans 50 Packer 
56. Gardon Fox 62 Ripper 
57. Leslie Hancock 28 Packer 
58. lames Arthur Harrison 60 Cutterman 
59. Thomas Hart 39 Datal 
60. John Will iam Humphreys 50 Ripper 
6 1 .  A lbert Lewis 46 Packer 
62. Edward Limb 55 Datal 
63. John Henr) London 48 Ripper 
64. William lame" London 51 Packer 
65. Alberl Cecil Mallcllder 47 RJpper 
66. William Mellish 36 Datal 
67. Eric Parkin 36 Cutterman 
68. Robert I dris Price 34 Packer 
69. Arnold Lortin Robinson 29 Packer 
70. James Lewis SadJcr 41 Ripper 
71. Thomas Arthur Se\ern 46 Datal 
72. William Ernest Stonach 36 Ripper 
73. Joscph TayJor 42 Face Tlmbc:rman 
74. George Wass 37 Packer 

In each case the cause of death was carbon monoxide pOlsomng. 

3. BODIES RECOVERED ON THE 1 1TH AUGUST, 1951  

75. Thomas William 
76. Harry 
77. Georgc Charles 
78. McDara 
79. John Edward 
80. Carey Gersham 

Hunt 
Clarke 
Cope 
Connolly 
Qliver 
Thorpe 

51 
46 
59 
28 
53 
46 

Deputy 
Ripper 
Datal 
Ripper 
Ripper 
Gummer 

[n each case the cause of death was carbon mono'lde poisonmg. 
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Appendix 11 

LIST OF WITNESSES 

I .  INQUIRY ON 1 7  18 .  1 9TH OCTOBER, 1 950 

Nall/e 
J .  Green, Thomas ArchlC 
2. Hunt, Thomas Arthur 
3. I nveranty. Gcorgc 
4. Leah, Leshe Rawson 
5. H indley, John Robcrt 
6. Sherrard, Uriah 
7. Martin, Joseph John 
8. Clifford, John 
9. Colhngham, John Henry 

10. Morris. Joshua 
1 1 . /-lird, William H lndley 
1 2. Noble. Joseph Spencer 
13 .  Ross, Herbert 
14. Kirk, Frederick 
1 5  H iCks, Frederick Waiter 
16. Pay ton, George Samuel Ward 
1 7 .  �'torris, William 
1 8 .  Cooper, George 
1 9. Tomiinson, Frederid.. Waiter 
20. Mason, James 
2 1 .  Turner, John Willi3m 
22. Henson, Alfred Hcrbert 
23. Brown, George Little 

24. Widdas, Waiter 
25. Whitehouse. Wllilam 

Occllparioll 
Milling Surveyor 
Medical Practitioner 
Manager 
Underground Engmeer 
Belt Maintenance Man 
Pumper 
Chief Comcyor Electrician 
Haulage 
Deputy 
Bell Attendant 
Motor Attendant 
Enginewrlght 
Safety Officer 
Telephone Operator 
Engine Om-er 
Under· Manager 
Deputy 
Deputy 
Belt Motorman 
Ripper 
Packer 
Charge hector 
Manager, Central Rescue Stations, East 

Midland Division. 
H .  M. Senior District inspector of Mines 
H.M. DI<;tnct Inspector of Mmes 

2. RESUMIoD I NQU I R\ -27,28T11 NOVEMBER, 1951 

I .  Green, Thomas Archic 
') Turner, John Wliham 
3. Belts, George \Vllllam 
4. Rodda, John Edward 
5. Thompson, Frcd 
6. Hind/ey. John Robert 
7. Rushton, George Wilfred 
8. Morris. Joshua 
9. Plaits, Ernest James 

10. Jones, Sydney 

1 1 ,  Crook, Albert Edward 

12. Wlddas, Waiter 

Mining Surveyor 
Overman 
Loader 
Overman 
Dataller 
Belt Maintenance Man 
Mamtenance Fitter 
Belt Attendant 
H.M. Electrical Inspector of Mines 
Principal Scientific Officer, Safety Ifl Mines 

Research Establishment, Buxton 
H . M. Principal I nspector of Mechanical 

Engineering in Mines 
H.M. Senior District Inspector of Mines 
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Appendix III 

NATIONAL COAL 80ARD DIRECTIVE ON PROVISION OF 

TWO INTAKE AIRWAYS 

I .  The Board have decided as a maller of policy that the prOVISion of two mam­
mtake airways 3S requITed by Section 42 (I)  of the Coal Mmes Act, 1 9 1 1 (subJcct to 
the e ... emptJons and exceptions provided therem and in General Regulation 89 of 
10th July. 1 9 1 3,). shall be extended as follows 10 any seam newly opened, and In the 
further development of any seam already opened unless in the latter case the antIcipated 
length of life of that part of the mine or the number of men to be cmplo)ed does not 
Justify the provision of ">,0 malO-intake 31T\\ays. 

2. For each part of the mme ha\ ing a main transport system serving more than onc 
\cntilating district, two main trunk intake airways (which shall be of such siz.e and 
shall be mamtained In such conditions as to afford a ready means of Ingress and 
egress) shall be provided from the entrance 10 the seam (except within the distances 
from the shaft or outlet fixed in General Regulation 90 of the 10th July, 1 9 1 3,) to the 
point where the last split is taken to ventilate any district of the mine : 

Provided that ;-

(i) two malO trunk Intake airways as aforesaid sball not be reqUIred If the 
number of persons employed below ground on any one shift 10 that part of 
the mme does not eA-ceed 100 ; 

(ii) in the case of a seam entered by a cross·measure dnft from the surface or 
from the shaft bottom or from another seam, the " entrance ,- to the seam 
shall be the pomt where the cross·measure dnft strikes the seam ; 

(iil) two malO trunk mtake airways as aforesaid shall not be reqUIred in the case 
of dnvage through old \\orkmgs or goaf e;'(isting at the date of this dlrecti\e, 

3. I n  respect of each ventilating district where any working face IS more than 1 .000 
�ards from the main transport system, and where an mflammable belt comeyor 
exceeding 250 yards in length (other than a face comeyor) I., IOstnlled : the t\\O 
main·intake airways shall be extended to the workmg face : 

Provided that thiS reqUIrement shall not apply :-

(i) if the number of persons employed below ground in that district on any 
shift does not exceed 50 ; 

(ii) in the case of drivage through old workings or goaf c,\.i�lIng at the date of 
this directive. 

4. Where pari of the workings in a seam is connected 10 worklOgS in another palt 
of the sa.me seam by means of cross-measure drifts, owing to faults or other natural 
disturbances in the strata, the two intake airways need not be provided through or 
beyond the cross·measure dnfts if they are not Justified for the reasons gl'ven In 
paragraph I .  

5. This dircctl've shall take effect forthwith Ifl respect of newl}·opcned seams and on 
the 1st January, 1952, in respect of further development of any seam already opened. 
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Appendix rv 

PROGRAMME OF INVESTlGA no WORK ON FIRE HAZARDS AT MINLS 

SUHJECT 

A. Qualitathe alltl 
Stafistical 
Analysis of 
jnddellls 
im'oll';ng fire 

B. Origi" alld 
spread of fi"�s 

C. Undergroulld 
ComnlllnicatiOIlS 

SUB-H(ADING 

This is of great importance 
in detcrmining where the 
hazards lie, so that pro­
jects can be precisely 
stated and priorities allo­
cated. 

I .  Sources of ignition­
fundamental studies. A 
tradnional S.M.R.E. 
field Work on the Igni-. 
tion of coal dust by hot 
surfaces has been sug-
gested. 

2. The detection of heat-
ings and a study of their 
development. 

3. Temperature of Ignition 
of different kinds of 
coal. 

4. Travel of fires. Involves 
comprehensive iO\esti-
gatlon under realistic 
conditions in an experi-
mental mine or gallery. 

5. Special fire hazards on 
operating diesel loco-
motives. 

I .  Warning !>ystems. In-
eludes warning person-
nel of an emergency and 
indicating what steps 
should be taken. 

2. Siting of telephones and 
exchanges. This would 
include a study of the 
adequacy of under-
g r o u n d  t e l e p h o n e  
systems. 

3. Patrolling. For example 
of conveyor belt instal-
lations. 

4. Development or new 
methods of U G. com-
munication. Orthodox 
radio systems unsatis· 
factory, but there " 
scope for further work. 
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Appendix ("-COntinued 

SLo-HEADll-oG 

I .  To operate warnmg de-. 
vices and fire-fightmg 
equipment such as 
sprinklers. 

2. hre and Heat detectors. 
Smoke. gas, heat and 
flame actuated. 

3. To operate plant. 
S .... ltching off the po .... er. 
controlling compressed 
air. etc. 

4 Sequence control of 
multIple conveyor 
systems. 

5. Dust remo ... ers. Includes 
\acuum methods. 

PRIMARY 
AGENCY 

Mmlstry 
and 

N.C.B. 

Scientific 

N.CS. 
Production 

N.Co. 
Production 

N.C.S. 
Production 

and 

DI'YlSION or A('1IVITY 

x 

x 

x 

x x 

Scientific 
:

" 
�=-=-�--·�=-�=-���-��=--il----I---I---r--
E. Fire Fighfing I . Fire drills. Design of Jointly 

F. Rescue 

G. Fire Proofing 

drills and inStitutIon of by N.C.S. 
regular practices. and 

2. Use of present fire­
fighting equipment. 

3. Development of new 
equipment. 

4 .  Standardisation of 
equipment. 

5. Testing and maintenance 
of equipmenl. 

6. Extinguishing agentS : 
water. foam, etc. 

Mmlstry 
Rescue 
Advisory 
Commit­
tees " ho 
should be 
directed to 
produce .1 
programme 
indicating 
" ork need­
mg to be 
done and 
suggesting 
appropriate 

x x 

x x 

x 

x x 

x x 

x 

--1-------1 
J .  Rescue apparatus. In­

cluding breathing appa­
ratus for rescue teams. 

agenCies. I---i---t----j--­
{Notc.­
The Rescue 
Committee 

2. Self-rescuers. For use 
by personnel olher than 
rescue men. . 

3. Rescue driJJs and 
metbods. 

J .  Conveyor belting. Use 
of neoprene. fire-proofed 
duck, etc. 

2 .  Timber. 
3. Lubricants. 

4. Brattice Cloth. 
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SUBJECT 

G Fir� Proofifll� 
(COIII_) 

1/ Prelelllari!'t' 
\/eQsures Oil 

Equiprm.'nl 

I. Cv/(u!ry 
Lnyout 

Appendi:J: IV-Continued 

5. Cablcs. 

6. P;1 lnts and \"arnlshcs. 

7. Standard tc!)lS for tire­
proofness. To aVOid a 
multlphcity of empirical 
tC!)b. 

8. NOXIOUS gases ansmg 
from fires and fire­
proofing measurcs. 

N.C.B. 
Scientific 

and 
Inspectorate 

N.C.B. 
Scientific 

N.C.O. 
Sclcntlfic 

Mmlstry 
and 
.c.o. 

Scicntific 

1 Usc of hoods. Advis- 1 
ahlll!) or othcrn lse, and 
de!:>lgn. 

2. COn\eyor rollers. For 
mstance, me: of self­
lubnC-1.tors. 

J. Rubber-lmed dmmg 
pulleys. 

4. Belt jomlmg and stltch-
109. Refers to the rela­
tne safety and mechani­
cal dTiclency of vulean­
I\lng \-ersus mctal joints 
.lOd �titchmg. 

5. Belt maintenancc 
gencr<l lly. 

6. c.:on\eyor chutes. 
7. AuxIliary dri\-mg bellS. 
8. Use of Open type con­

\- cyor structure. 
9. Width and speed of 

belt ... 
10. Means for pr\!\ entmg 

o\crloadm8 of belts. 

I .  IntJ.ke airways on trunk 
conveyor systems. The 
que<;tion of number and 
connectlom bet"een 
mtakes. 

2. Location of conveyors 
.... hethcr mtake or return. 

3.  Inst.1ll1ng of con\-eyors. 
4. Use of altunatl\-c haul­

,lgC methods. 
5. Water supply. quantity. 

qu.lllty. pressure. 

) 

N C O 
Production 

and 
Inspec­
torate 

N. B. 
jomtiy 
with the 
Mmlstry 
(Inspec­
torate) 

N C.B. 
Production 

N.C.B. 
Production 

and 
I nspectorate 

I. 
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