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Fatal incident involving roof fall at
underground coal mine

Summary

e A coal mine worker was fatally injured in an incident in an underground coal mine on
Friday, 2 January.

o While the investigation is in its early stages, initial information suggests the roof collapsed
while a multi bolter machine was being trammed back from the bolted face to the next
work area.

Issue Explained

e Theincident occurred at the Mammoth underground coal mine in Central Queensland.

e A multi bolter machine was being trammed back from the bolted face to the next work
area.

e While tramming the bolter, a strata failure occurred, and the roof collapsed above the
bolted zone at the intersection.

e The roof collapse caused fatal injuries to a coal mine worker that was handling the bolter
cable at the time of the incident.

Learnings

e Due to the roof collapse being above the bolted zone, underground operators are urged to
review their specific mine’s support design following this tragic event.

e Design and construction of strata support is critical to prevent roof falls and must be
based on the geological and geotechnical data for each site and the specific area of each
mine.

e Mine operators should ensure that the appointed Site Senior Executive (SSE) and
Underground Mine Manager at their underground coal mines take action to ensure risks
relating to ground or strata failure are appropriately mitigated. Steps include reviewing
the Principal Hazard Management Plan for ground or strata failure to ensure it is effective



and ensuring that operators are providing the resources necessary to reduce risk to an
acceptable level and to be as low as reasonably achievable. This also includes a review of
the support design and advice from appropriate specialist expertise (e.g. geotechnical
engineer).

e Stratafailures, including in outbye areas, of underground coal mines can and have caused
fatalities in Queensland. All incidents involving strata failure should be reported and
thoroughly investigated.

e SSEs should review recommendations from previously issued RSHQ Safety Alerts,
including:

o Safety Alert 435 (https://www.rshq.qld.gov.au/safety-notices/mines/support-system-failure-and-strata-
fall-in-main-drift-at-an-underground-coal-mine)_: Support system failure and strata fall in main
drift at an underground coal mine

o Safety Alert 418 (https://www.rshq.qld.gov.au/safety-notices/mines/roof-bolt-nuts) : Roof bolt nuts

o Safety Alert 396 (https:/www.rshq.qld.gov.au/safety-notices/mines/fatality-resulting-from-a-fall-of-
ground-at-an-underground-coal-mine) : Fatality resulting from a fall of ground at an
underground coal mine

o Safety Bulletin 148 (nttps://www.rshq.gld.gov.au/safety-notices/mines/4-bolt-primary-roof-support-

patterns) : 4 bolt primary roof support patterns

Investigations are ongoing and further information may be published as it becomes available. The
information in this publication is what is known at the time of writing.

We issue Safety Notices to draw attention to the occurrence of a serious incident, raise awareness of
risks, and prompt assessment of your existing controls.

References and further information

Coal Mining Safety and Health Regulation 2017
(https://www.legislation.qld.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2017-0165#sec.149),

Authorised by Jacques Le Roux - Chief Inspector - Coal

Contact: QldMinesinspectorate@rshq.qld.gov.au

Issued by Resources Safety & Health Queensland

Safety: This information is a guide only and is issued to promote safety through experience. It is not
to be taken as a statement of law and must not be construed to waive or modify any legal obligation.

Placement: Place this announcement on noticeboards and ensure all relevant people in your
organisation receive a copy.

Allinformation on this page (Fatal incident involving roof fall at underground coal mine - https://www.rshq.gld.gov.au/safety-
notices/mines/fatal-incident-involving-roof-fall-at-underground-coal-mine) is correct as of time of printing (Feb 3, 2026 11:52
am).
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